Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 0 1 GENEVA 07111 1 0 1 242Z 

65 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ARA-06 EA-07 EUR- 12 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO 

AGR-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-02 

INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 

CIEP-01 SS-15 STR-04 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 

SP-02 FEAE-00 OMB-Ol OIC-02 /138 W 

056847 

PR 101220ZSEP 76 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2292 
INFO USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSO SOFIA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 7111 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: GATT, ETRD, BU, FI 

SUBJECT: GATT EXAMINATION OF FINNISH-BULGARIAN 
"FREE TRADE AGREEMENT" 

REF: (A) GENEVA 6304, (B) GENEVA 5943, (C) GENEVA 2755 

1 . REFTEL A REPORTED THAT NEXT MEETING OF WORKING 
PARTY ON FINNISH-BULGARIAN AGREEMENT WILL BE HELD 
OCTOBER 18-20. FINNISH AMBASSADOR KAARLEHTO INFORMS 
US THAT BULGARIANS, WHO HAVE GATT STATUS OF OBSERVER, 
HAVE AGREED TO BE PRESENT AT WORKING PARTY MEETING 
BUT HAVE NOT AGREED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS OR PARTICIPATE 
IN DISCUSSION. ACCORDINGLY, FINNS WILL BE REQUIRED 
TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS RELATING TO BULGARIAN PARTI- 
CIPATION IN "FREE TRADE," INCLUDDING 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS CONCERNING WORKINGS OF BULGARIAN 
FOREIGN TRADE SYSTEM. TO PREPARE FOR WP MEETING, 
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SEPTEMBER AND WILL BE MEETING INTER ALIA WITH VICE 
PRIME MINISTER LUKANOV. DURING SOFIA VISIT KAARLEHTO 
WILL TRY PRESUADE BULGARIANS TO PLAY ACTIVE ROLE IN 
WP BUT HE DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER THEY WILL AGREE. 

2. KAARLEHTO SAYS IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HIM AND WOULD 
FACILITATE MEANGFUL WORKING PARTY DISCUSSION IF WE 
COULD GIVE HIM QUESTIONS WE INTEND TO RAISE IN WORKING 
PARTY BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE FOR SOFIA. WOULD DEPT 
PLEASE GIVE US ANY SUCH QUESTIONS. PARTICULARLY ANY 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS RELATING TO BULGARIAN TRADE SYSTEM. 

BY COB SEPTEMBER 16 SO WE CAN RELAY THEM TO KAARLEHTO. CATTO 
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